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After decades of research scientists were 
able to develop the use of lasers in the 
medical treatment of a variety of eye 
defects. Such treatment is now 
common, and thousands of people 

benefit from such surgery every year.  We even see it 
advertised as a commodity for eyesight correction! 
 
Operations which are too delicate for the scalpel or 
otherwise too risky are now within the reach of many 
more people. In an ironic parallel, the potential use of 
lasers as weapons of violence and destruction is being 
developed. From the Strategic Defence Initiative (U.S.A. 
"Star Wars" programme) in the1980s and including the 
Gulf conflict, the possibility of using a sight-enhancing 
technique to effectively blind soldiers became a reality. So 
here is a classic human dilemma: our intellect and 
scientific prowess being deployed for diametrically 
opposed ends - to restore sight and to destroy it. 
 
From the beginning, each individual and the whole of 
humankind has struggled with the contradictory impulses 
to create and destroy. It seems that every positive, life-
enhancing development is balanced by a negative, life-
threatening alternative. 
 
Conversely, every destructive impulse is countered by a 
creative one. Is this battle between good and evil destined 
to go on forever? Or do we listen to the words of the 
Gospel which proclaim that whatever we do to each other, 
God can turn everything to good. And to prove it, he 
comes in all his vulnerable majesty this night. 
  
Early theologians of the Church attempted to explain the 
significance of the birth of Christ, suggesting that 
humanity was like a body without a head: capable of life, 
capable of action, but lacking in leadership. It seems that 
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little has changed. We are still locked in the tussle between 
good and evil. The early Church thought that in the birth 
of Christ, the body gained its head, that in Christ 
humanity found its guiding principle, its leader, its moral 
authority. 
 
In Christ the continuing battle between darkness and light 
entered a new and final phase. The age-old dilemma, the 
vicious circle which seemed impossible to break, had been 
radically and dramatically challenged by the intervention 
of God, in the birth of Christ. 
 
The birth of Christ in Bethlehem two thousand years ago 
is history in the sense that it took place. It is salvation 
because it affects the world to this day. From the ranks of 
humanity one human being was born who was to be the 
fulfilment of Godôs spirit of life and light.   
 
The prophecies, the events before and surrounding his 
birth and his effect on our world, even now, express for us 
how the spirit of God radically touches all creation. 
 
Application 
At Christmas time we struggle to define and describe our 
joy. We know that the birth of the Christ-child is not the 
instantaneous solution to the dilemmas of a broken 
humanity. But Christ offers all men and women a way 
back real life, if they want to go.    
 
So I invite all who are able to renew your faith in the birth 
of the Light of the World. In living the life of Christ, we 
play our part in the recreation of the world. Little wonder 
that the mere sight of a tiny child wrapped in swaddling 
clothes, lying in a manger, is the signal for earth and 
heaven to rejoice! 
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$ÏÒÃÈÅÓÔÅÒ .ÏÔÉÃÅÂÏÁÒÄȩ 

Christian Meditation Group 
 

The Christian Meditation group which meets in St Maryôs 
each Wednesday at 5pm will not meet on Wednesday 
26th December. The group which meets at the Quiet 
Space will meet on Thursday 13th December; (not the 
27th December); 10thJanuary & 24th January at 7.30pm.  
 
For further information phone Rosemary Bassett 262615, 
or just come along and join us on Wednesdays or Thurs-
days, all will be very welcome. 

 
Benefice Mothersô Union  

Programme 
Visitors and newcomers welcome at all of our meetings. 

 
Monday 3 December 
Dorcas MU meet at 7.30pm at 2 Colliton Walk.  Advent 
Meditation led by Rev Jo Lacy-Smith.   Details 264199. 
 
Tuesday 4 December 
St. Peterôs MU meet for a Christmas afternoon at 2.15pm 
in the hall.  Details 267724. 
 
Wednesday 5 December 
An afternoon of Carols & Readings at 3pm at the United 
Church, South Street with Dorchester Mothers' Union 
and the Disabled Club.  Everyone welcome.  
 

Wednesday 12 December 
Dorcas Bible Study group meet at 10am at 28 Maiden 
Castle Road.  Elizabeth.  Luke 1: 5-25, 39-45, 57-80.   
Details 260259. 
 
Tuesday 8 January 2013 
St. Peterôs MU meet at 2.15pm in the hall.  Details 
267724. 
 
Wednesday 9 January 
Dorcas Bible Study group meet at 10am at 4 Kingsbere 
Crescent.  Mary and the twelve year old Jesus.  Luke 2: 41
-52.   Details 260259. 
 
Wednesday 16 January 
Dorcas Bible Study group meet at 10am at 28 Maiden 
Castle Road.  Fruit of the Spirit ï Love.  1 John 4: 7-16.   
Details 260259. 
 
Wednesday 23 January 
Dorcas MU meet at 7.30pm at 28 Victoria Road.  AGM 
followed by thoughts on ñActions speak louder than 
wordsò.  Details 264199. 
 
Tuesday 29 January 
St. Maryôs MU meet at 2.30pm.  Details 263358. 
 
Tuesday 5 February 
St. Peterôs MU meet at 2.15pm in the hall.  Details 
267724.  

Christian Aid ð Big Christmas Sing  
United Church 

Friday 7 December ð7.00 pm 
 

All are cordially invited to sing carols, accompanied by 
the United Church choir and brass group.  This was 

introduced last year and proved such a popular event that 
it has been repeated.  Retiring collection for Christian 

Aid.  People can drop in for a while to sing or can stay for 
the whole evening. 

CHRISTMAS CONCERT 
 

The Casterbridge Male Voice Choir will once again be 
giving their Christmas Concert in St Georgeôs Church 
Fordington on Wednesday 12th December at 7.30pm. 
This will include some traditional carols for audience 

participation. 
 

Admission is £10.00 to include mince pies and wine. 
More info: Graham Barter 

St Georgeôs Church  
Christmas Tree Festival 

 
Opened by Cllr Tessa James Friday 7 December ð 7pm 

 
Opening times:   

Friday 7 December 7pmð9pm   
Saturday 8 December 11amð7pm  
Sunday 9 December 12noonï4pm  

All welcome 

St Georgeôs Carols on the Green  
 

Friday 7 December ð 6.00pm 
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THE THURSDAY GROUP 
PLEASE JOIN US ï ALL 

WELCOME 
 

Thursday 13th December 
2:15pm in St Georgeôs Hall 

 
óThe Evacueeô 

 
A talk by Peter Watson, followed 

by Tea and Mince Pie  

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
 

The Hub gives homeless people a hot meal, shower 
facilities, laundry, benefits advice, physical and 
mental health services, in a friendly and caring 

atmosphere. If you have a listening ear, ability to 
cook, or something else to give then please contact 

us for further information on this rewarding and valuable service. 
Opening hours are 9.30am-1pm Monday to Friday. 

For an informal chat please contact Claire or Steve on 01305757599 or 
07966808872  

Christian Aid 
Carol Singing, South Street 

Monday 24 December 9:30am-10:30am 
 

A long established event in the calendar. 
We gather outside Barclays Bank to sing. 

All welcome. 

Traditional Burns Night Supper 
 

Saturday 26th January 2013 
St. Georgeôs Church Hall ï 6.30pm For 

7pm Eat 
 

Format Of Evening And Menu: 
Presentation Of Haggis 

Haggis And Sausage With Neeps And 
Tatties Will Be Served 

Followed By: 
Athol Brose Dessert ð Tea/Coffee 
(Glass Wine Included In Ticket ï 
Welcome To Bring Own Bottle) 

Followed By: 
Dancing From Scottish Dance Club (Led 
By Val Scriven) ï Audience Participation 

Encouraged 
 

Price:  £8 (please feel free to bring own 
choice of drink)  

Dress Code:  Any tartan accessory. 
Entry by ticket only available from Hilary 
Atwell (St Georgeôs Choir) 01305 
250638 or details from any Events 

Members. 
ALL WELCOME (INCLUDING 

CHILDREN) 

YP@D presents... 

"More Tea Vicar" ð Christmas 
Cream Tea 

Sunday 16th December ð 2:30-5:30 

St Georges Church Hall 
£3:50 for a cream tea and 

entertainment from YP@D 
Tickets on sale or pay on the door 
All money raised to go to the Hub 

and the Food Bank 

www.ypad.org.uk 
Shelter Coffee Morning 

 
 Saturday 15th December 

 at The Rectory, Martinstown 
10.00 ð12.00 

 
Bring and Buy, Cakes and Raffle, 

Teas and Coffees 

$ÏÒÃÈÅÓÔÅÒ .ÏÔÉÃÅÂÏÁÒÄȩ 
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Church Correspondent: Margaret Morrissey 250366  

Each New Year many Methodists have a 
special service called the covenant 
service, where they rededicate their lives 
to God. This is the old version of the 

Covenant Prayer they use:-   Lord, I am no longer my own, 
but thine. Put me to what thou wilt, rank me with whom 
thou wilt. Put me to doing, put me to suffering. Let me be 
employed for thee or laid aside for thee, exalted for thee 
or brought low for thee. Let me be full, let me be empty. 
Let me have all things, let me have nothing. I freely and 
heartily yield all things to thy pleasure and disposal. And 
now, O glorious and blessed God, Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit, thou art mine, and I am thine. So be it. And the 
covenant which I have made on earth, let it be ratified in 
heaven. Amen.  (Book of Offices of the British Methodist 
Church, 1936) 
 
I had heard this prayer many times, but it was not until I 
spent some months ill and later unemployed that the 
depth of its meaning really hit me, óput me to doing, put 
me to suffering, let me be employed or laid aside for 
theeé I freely and heartily yield all things to thy pleasure 
and disposal.ô It then struck me forcibly that God could 
use me, even in the midst of very frustrating ill health and 
unemployment if I trusted him and offered even the very 
little that I had to him. And God did use it, though I 
didnôt realise at the time.  
 
God used the enforced rest and inactivity to change me, 
and to help others. Just as Jesus fed 5,000 people with a 
young boyôs lunch of 2 fishes and 5 loaves, so God can use 
all that we offer to him, however small it may seem, so let 
us óheartily yield all things to Godôs pleasure and disposal,ô 
and not put limits on what he can do.  

Happy New Year  
 

3ÔȢ 'ÅÏÒÇÅȭÓ #ÈÏÉÒ .Å×Ó  

The choir are at the moment busy 
preparing music for Advent, Christingle, 
Dragons Nativity and the Carol Service, 
as well as planning our Christmas tree 

for the Christmas Tree Festival. We will also be singing 
carols and doing readings at Sandringham Court. 

There was a time when we went from ward to ward at the 
County Hospital but the year of the epidemic meant that 
we had to cancel that year and because of óHealth & 
Safetyô, weôve not been back since. 
 
Fiona our new vicar is settling in nicely I think, and has 
taken a great interest in our activities. Although as I write 
this, I have not heard her singing as yet, I have been told 
on great authority that she is quite musical and has a 
lovely voice. (Hurrah!!) 
 
We desperately need male voices in the choir, but 
everyone is welcome and you will find us all a very friendly 
bunch of people and not at all óstiff upper lippedô as some 
would have us believe, so why not come along and help us 
with the Christmas music on Friday evenings at 7pm in 
the hall. 
 

,ÏÃËÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 4Ï×ÅÒ  

I am still trying to redeem myself 
with two of our lovely bell ringers. 
After a recent funeral I was busy 
closing the church as it also 

happened to be late afternoon. Not really watching I 
noticed at least one ringer leaving and called ñall doneò, 
meaning were you the last. Yes, came the answer, so I 
locked the tower door , which is very large and very heavy.  
 
As I got into my car I noticed Valôs bike. Thinking she had 
popped to the shop I was about to drive away, when 
round the corner of the church came two very flustered 
ringers, Val and David, who were not too pleased to see 
me. Whatôs wrong, I asked. ñYou locked us in the tower!ò   
 
Neither had a mobile phone and it was getting slightly 
dark and cold. Fortunately David had managed to climb 
on a chair, shoot the top bolt and with all his weight force 
the door.  Doesnôt bear thinking of if Val had been alone. 
There is no way I am ever going to live this down but next 
time for sure I will shout up the stairs. I donôt think Valôs 
hair would have been long enough to make a Rapunzel 
escape!!  

Fiona 

Hall 

Graham  

Barter  

Margaret  

Morrissey 
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#ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ Ǫ .Å× 9ÅÁÒ 

Words originally written for the Rev Fionaôs licensing 
service and adapted slightly seem appropriate for 
Christmastide. 
 
St. George's Church has a rich and long history within the 
wider community of Dorchester, but particularly the old 
village of Fordington. This Church forms part of the 
Parish of Dorchester and West Stafford within the 
Benefice of Dorchester.  
 
It brings to the benefice a profound pastoral ministry ï 
serving the wider community with an extensive ministry 
through baptisms, weddings, ministry to children and 
families, to the elderly, vulnerable, sick and bereaved. The 
community looks upon St Georgeôs as their own where 
many generations of their family have been baptised, 
married and buried.  
 
Others arrive and before very long come under the spell of 
this old and beautiful church. For over a thousand years it 
has been here for its people as it is today. It has a ministry 
characterised by an inclusive and open ethos and 
eagerness to welcome and reach out to all in the 
community not just those who enter its doors.  
 
It welcomes in school nurseries, all local clubs and many 
other activities and helps them to find peace, kindness 
and love within its walls. At Christmas and in the New 
Year may it be a place where people continue find caring 
loving people and true friendship and so the gateway to 
your eternal kingdom.  
 

A Happy and Holy Christmas to all  
and a Peaceful New Year. 

 

4ÈÅ .Å×Ó (ÏÕÎÄ  - 4ÈÅ 6ÉÃÁÒȭÓ $ÏÇ 

This weekend my best friend Holly came to visit and help 
cheer me up. I took her on her first ever visit to a pub, 
and she loved it, and decided waitressing was the job for 
her, because she could ensure the plates were well and 
truly cleared before taking them back to the kitchen for 
washing up!  

 
Holly had come to 
help cheer me up 
because Iôd found 
it so hard to 
handle all the 
changes of moving 
and leaving my 
friends behind. It 
is so good to have 
walks and nose 
rubs with friends, 

they may not be able to change the way things are, but just 
by being there, and showing they care can really help.   
 
It reminds me of a hymn Fiona sometimes plays on her 
recorder, (while I try and hide my ears under the pillow): 
óWhat a friend we have in Jesus, all our sins and griefs to 
bear, what a privilege to carry, everything to God in 
prayer.ô  
 
Perhaps if you are struggling with change, or just fancy 
sharing some of your worries or joys with someone when 
your friends are not around, you could try having a chat 
with Jesus and telling him how it really is for you. I think 
he did pubs too; he certainly changed water into wine!  
 

,ÅÔÔÅÒ ÆÒÏÍ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁ 

Thank you Margaret and everyone we met at St. Georgeôs 
in Fordington on that beautiful sunny Sunday in October. 
I have to say I felt so very much at home. We could hear 
Amazing Grace as we walked up the path. And it was 
sheer bliss to stand and sing ñHere I am, Lordò with you 
all in the church of my ancestors ð the Spragues of Upwey 
and Dorchester/Fordington. 
 
My husband Fred and I had expected to slip in and slip 
out and take a few pictures. But we were delighted to chat 
with so many people. Someone pointed out the oldest 
parts of the church and invited us to the parish hall; we 
were taken outdoors to see the view, and even had a 
chance to meet the brand new rector. 
    
Here is a copy of the old print of the Village of 
Fordington 1773, (New England Historical Genealogical 
Society). It is the very same hilltop. This is from the 1923 
book  ñThe Spragues of Malden Massachusetts.ò  

A little bit about my ancestors and their connection to St. 
Georgeôs. Thanks to your really excellent Online Parish 
Clerk for Dorset Michael Russell, I have discovered many 
new details about my family in just the last year or so. 

Continued on page 10... 



6 

Continued from page 8é 
 

Edward Sprague, who owned the fulling mill at Upwey died in 1614.  The next 
year his daughter, Alice, was married in Fordington St. Georgeôs. Sometime 
later her brother Ralph Sprague married Johanna Warren at St. Georgeôs and 
also moved to Fordington. So there were marriages, baptisms, probably at the 
font I saw by the door, and burials in the churchyard we walked through, 
although we could never read the weathered headstones now.  
 

Could they have picked more exciting times to live in Dorchester than the 
times written about in Fire from Heaven? It seems that Ralph was a friend of 
Puritan John White. A big reason why Ralph and his brothers Richard and 
William left Weymouth on the ship Abigail in 1628 with John Endicott. 
Wives, children and some in-laws soon followed them to Massachusetts. (In 
the new world, my ancestor William Sprague married Millicent, daughter of 
Anthony Eames, a church warden at St. Georgeôs.)  
 

Spragues have been moving West ever since. I am a fourth generation native 
Californian myself. As a child of the West, I appreciate being able to see into 
the distance to the mountains or to the sea. It teases the imagination. And this 
also makes me feel at home in Dorset. Here you can see beyond the hedges.  
 

We drove into Dorchester from the New Forest area. The town rises up in the 
distance, just like in the old print. When you take the road down to 
Weymouth a flock of picture-perfect sheep greet you at the first roundabout, 
and after a few miles a view of the sea comes up to meet you. As I told people 
in Fordington, I canôt believe my family left this beautiful spot, but then again 
I do understand how such countryside can get the mind wandering. 
 

I cannot thank you all enough for your warm welcome and for listening to my 
family story. You made us feel like distant members of the community and not 
like strangers. 

Sincerely,  Ava Sprague Capossela USA. 

WENDY SOUTHAM  
LWCMD, ALWCMD  

Singing, Flute, and Piano Teacher 

20+ years experience 
Help with aural and theory also available 

  

 

 

   

 11 Cedar Road 

 Charlton Down 

 Dorchester 

 

 01305 266283 / 07811 417820 

 wendysoutham@btinternet.com 

What does  Bridport, Gillingham, Lyme Regis, Wool, Blandford Forum and 
Marnhull have but Dorchester doesnôt? 
Answer: A local fundraising group for Cancer Research UK 

 

Ros Fry, Dorset Volunteer Manager for Cancer Research UK, is keen to start a 
group in Dorchester in 2013. Says Ros, ñThis is a great opportunity to meet 
new people and develop new skills - as well as raising money for a great cause. 
It can be tailored to fit around your jobs and busy schedules. The new  group 
will have an ambitious £10k fundraising target and I will be on hand to 
support every step of the way. 
 

ñExamples of activities that other groups organise include: cash collection, 
tennis tournament, golf days, dog walk, fun run, discos, raffle nights, auctions, 
pub quizzes, dinner parties, luncheons, winter ball, card game nights, bingo 
events, tea parties, come dine with me events, sales at local fairs, regattas, 
tombolas, parties, gigs and Christmas fairs ï phew! But the exciting thing 
about starting a new group is that you get to decide how you fundraise based 
on what interests you.ò 
 

Ros is organising an informal get together to discuss fundraising for Cancer 
Research UK in Dorchester on Saturday 12 January 11amð1pm. Contact Ros 
if you to find out more on  01308 423805 or ros.fry@cancer.org.uk  
To help support cancer research UKôs local research and bring forward the day 
when all cancers are cured visithttp://myprojects.cancerresearchuk.org/
projects/fund-clinical-trials-dorset 

.Å× ÆÕÎÄÒÁÉÓÉÎÇ ÇÒÏÕÐ ÆÏÒ #ÁÎÃÅÒ 2ÅÓÅÁÒÃÈ 5+ 

mailto:ros.fry@cancer.org.uk
http://myprojects.cancerresearchuk.org/projects/fund-clinical-trials-dorset
http://myprojects.cancerresearchuk.org/projects/fund-clinical-trials-dorset
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3ÔȢ -ÁÒÙͻÓ *ÕÎÉÏÒ #ÈÏÉÒ 

Working in collaboration with St. 
Osmund's CE Middle School, we are 
trialling our new Junior Choir.  In 
the weeks leading up to Christmas 
Children and Young People aged 
from 8-13 have been given the chance 
to ñtry it outò ï coming to weekly 
practices on a Monday and preparing 

to sing at the Christingle Service in St. Mary's on 
Christmas Eve.  More about this in the next edition. 
 
On Thursday 20th December we welcome back to St. 
Mary's St. Osmund's CE Middle School.  This is the day of 
their Carol Services ï 6 p.m. for families and friends. 
 

#ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ Ǫ .Å× 9ÅÁÒ ɂ Á ÔÉÍÅ ÏÆ ÈÏÐÅ 

ÁÎÄ ÒÅÓÏÌÕÔÉÏÎ  

In all we celebrate and do over Christmas and New Year 
in all of our Churches we seek to come close to the great, 
mysterious truths of God, made man ï the ñincarnationò.  
For young and old alike this is to be marked with song, 
word, prayer and sharing in the sacrament of bread and 
wine ï to come close to our God in Christ and feel his 
presence ñas close as the breath of our bodiesò.  
 
To respond is to offer our worship and to resolve to take 
out into the world the very heart of the message of 
Christmas ï of love, of hope and life.  This is reflected in 
all our services over the Christmas and New Year Period 
and on into Epiphany. 
 
For children:  our Crib and Christingle service is on 
Christmas Eve at 4 p.m. 
For those who love carols:  St. Mary's Crol Service is on 
the 16th December at 6 p.m. 
For those coming to receive Holy Communion:  
Midnight Mass on Christmas Eve at 11 p.m. (Carols from 
10.30 p.m.) or our 2 Christmas Day services ï 8 a.m. and 
9.45 a.m. (Family Eucharist) 
 
For details of all the services for Christmas in the 
Benefice please see page 19 in this magazine. 
 

3Ô -ÁÒÙ ÔÈÅ 6ÉÒÇÉÎ 

4ÈÅ /ÐÅÎ $ÏÏÒ 
Church Correspondent: Canon Harold Stephens  

4ÏÙ 3ÅÒÖÉÃÅ ɀ ωÔÈ $ÅÃÅÍÂÅÒ 

To help in our preparations for Christmas, once again we 
holding a presentation of toys at the Morning Eucharist 
on 9.45 a.m.  Everyone is invited to offer a new gift 
suitable for a child, wrapped and suitably labelled (e.g. ñfor 
a girl aged 4-6ò etc.)  These gifts will then be taken for 
distribution to children who are disadvantaged, vulnerable 
or in need. 
 

#ÁÒÏÌ 3ÅÒÖÉÃÅ ɂ ρφÔÈ $ÅÃÅÍÂÅÒ 

The Carol Service at St Mary's will be at 6 o'clock on  
Sunday 16th December.  It will take the form of a  
journey through Advent to the Nativity, with some  
of the expected hymns and readings.  
 

(ÅÁÌÉÎÇ 3ÅÒÖÉÃÅ ɂ σπÔÈ $ÅÃÅÍÂÅÒ 

There will be a Meditative Communion with Prayers for 
Wholeness & Healing at St Maryôs on Sunday 30th 
December at 6pm. The theme for this service will be ñMy 
power is made perfect in weaknessò.  

 

3ÅÎÉÏÒ #ÌÕÂ  

The Senior Club Christmas Lunch will be on Monday 
10thDecember at the Jail House Café. Our new 
programme for 2013 will begin on Monday 21st January 
when Allen Knott will be coming to entertain us with a 
musical afternoon. New members welcome, contact 
Rosemary 262615 or Audrey 262668 

 

/ÕÒ ,ÉÎËÓ ×ÉÔÈ 

ÔÈÅ #ÈÕÒÃÈ 

7ÏÒÌÄ×ÉÄÅ 

1. Bishop Andudu 
from the Episcopal 
Church of the Sudan 
who was at St. Mary's 
and then at 
Martinstown last 
month. See article on 
page 17. 
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3Ô -ÁÒÙ ÔÈÅ 6ÉÒÇÉÎ 
2.  From our Linked Partners in Brazil ï Bishop and 
Mrs Ruth de Salo 
A recent newsletter direct from our mission partners, 
Bishop Saulo and Mrs Ruth de Barros is on display in the 
Church.  The centenary of the foundation of the Anglican 
Church in Belem has been celebrated this year.  But this 
year marks the withdrawal of support and funding from 
the USPG.  More on this and life in the Diocese of Brazil 
from the display and also on line at: www.daa.ieab.org.br  

 3.  Hello Uganda! 
With the support of the Church Council and the help and 
advice of Mrs Christine Griffin, we are forming a working 
group to explore linking with Christineôs home 
community in Uganda.  There both the school and the 
church are in considerable need.  But such a link will have 
a 2-way purpose for we can learn much about living the 
Christian life from our fellow Anglicans in Uganda.  This 
link is also being pursued through the Benefice Dorcas 
Mothers Union branch. 

Rugando Primary School, Uganda 
 

7ÏÒËÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ #ÈÕÒÃÈ &ÁÂÒÉÃ 

It has been a difficult few weeks with delays to the 
completion to the repairs to the south transept and 
Blessed Sacrament Chapel walls.  Unanticipated issues of 
damp have now been put right and, at the time of writing, 
it is anticipated that the internal scaffolding will have been 

removed and the church restored to normal inside.  Many 
thanks for your patience. 
 

(ÁÐÐÅÎÉÎÇ ÁÔ 3ÔȢ -ÁÒÙͻÓ  

Sunday 2nd Dec: Commissioning of leaders of Dorcas 
Mothers Union at the 9.45 a.m. Mass. 
Monday 3rd:  Junior Choir practice 4-5 p.m. 
Tuesday 4th:  St. Mary's Church Council Meeting (7 p.m. 
Mass, 7.30 p.m. meeting) 
 
Sunday 9th:  ñToy Serviceò ï at 9.45 a.m. Eucharist 
Monday 10th:  Junior Choir practice 4-5 p.m. 
Tuesday 11th:  PCC meeting at St. Peter's (7 a.m. 
Eucharist.  7.30 p.m. Meeting) 
 
Sunday 16th:  6 p.m. St. Mary's Carol Service 
Monday 17th:  Junior Choir practice 4-5 p.m. 
Thursday 20th:  6 p.m. St. Osmund's CE Middle School 
Carol Services throughout the day as well as evening. 
Monday 24th:  4 p.m. Crib and Christingle Service 
 
Tuesday 25th to Sunday 30th: see separate details of 
Christmas services in the Benefice, page 19 
 
Sunday 20th Jan:  Week of Prayer for Christian Unity.  
United service at St. Mary's, 6 p.m. 
 

0ÅÏÐÌÅ 

Baptised on 25th November:  
Liam Christopher Mitchell  

Aiden John Mitchell 
 

Mothers Union 
Commissioned as Leaders of the Dorcas Mothers Union 
Branch on 2nd December in St. Mary's: 

Janet Cooper 
Sara Beauchamp 
Judith Kinnersley 

 
Admitted into membership on the same day: 

Christine Griffin 
 

Deaths 
Please pray for those whose funerals were held in St. 
Mary's during November: 

Edwina Hazelton (15th November) 
Michael Clark (23rd November) 
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3ÁÎÃÔÕÁÒÙ ,ÁÍÐ #ÁÎÄÌÅÓ 

Dec 2012 
2 Given by Cynthia Fry in Thanksgiving 
9 Given by Gill and Adrian Downton in Thanksgiving 
16 Given by Audrey and Peter Buckingham in thanksgiving for 

their family and friend 
30 Given by Janet Comely in memory of her parents whose 

Wedding Anniversary was on the 28th December. 
 
Jan 2013 
6 Given by Kath Joslin in memory of her father William 

Cashman, and by Joan Hodgkins to mark family birthdays. 

13 Given by Ellie Stephens in memory of her 
nephew Karl Branston whose years mind 
falls at this time. 

20 Given by Jean Saddington in memory of 
her father Eric Hewitt whose years mind 
falls at this time. 

27 Given by Diane Keir in loving memory of 
her parents and dear Aunt Lizbeth whose 
anniversaries fall at this time 

3Ô -ÁÒÙ ÔÈÅ 6ÉÒÇÉÎ 
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Winter and the festive season can be full of dangers. Dorset Fire and Rescue 
Service is committed to keeping people safe at home. Please follow the 
advice below to ensure you reduce the dangers of fire or accident in your 
home or on the roads this year. 

 
If there is a fire 
 
¶ Make sure you have at least one working smoke alarm on each level of your house ï test it once a week and replace 

the battery when necessary. 

¶ Discuss with your family, house mates and guests what you would do in the event of a fire. Plan an escape route and 
keep it clear. 

¶ Keep doors shut at night and know where all your door and window keys are. 

¶ Have a bedtime routine, always making sure heaters and other electrics are turned off, cigarettes and candles are out. 

¶ If there is a fire in your home ï Get out, Stay out and call the fire brigade out (999) 

 
Chimneys and Open Fires 
 
¶ If you have an open fire your chimney should be regularly cleaned by professional, registered sweeps. Even if your 

chimney is lined it needs sweeping at the beginning and end of the season (as a minimum). 

¶ Using dry and seasoned wood is important, as green wood or inappropriate fuel will accelerate build up of soot and 
combustible materials inside the chimney. 

¶ Stoves and fireplaces should not be overfilled if the flames are extending above the flue opening; your fire is too large.  

 
Electric blankets 
 
¶ If you have an electric blanket, please ensure that it has been rolled and not folded when stored. 

¶ Make sure any electric blanket is tested each year before use, and replace it if there are any frayed edges or wiring. 

¶ Most modern electric blankets have thermostats in them so will switch off when they reach the set temperature. But 
always make sure you turn an electric blanket off at the wall before going to sleep. 

 
Gas fires and electric heaters 
 
¶ Do not place clothes or other flammable materials over heaters. 

¶ Ensure that flammable materials are kept at least three feet away from these heaters and open fires. 

¶ Always turn them off before falling asleep. 

 
Candles and Decorations 
 
¶ Never place candles near your Christmas tree or furnishings and do not leave them burning unattended. 

¶ Always remember to keep matches, lighters and candles out of the reach of children. 

¶ Keep decorations and greeting cards away from heaters, lights, the fireplace and candles. 

¶ Check that all your Christmas lights conform to the British Standard and never overload electrical sockets ï turn 
them off at the socket before going to bed. 

 

If you want more information or for a FREE home safety check  
call 01305 252600 or log on to www.dorsetfire.gov.uk  

3ÔÁÙÉÎÇ 3ÁÆÅ 4ÈÉÓ 7ÉÎÔÅÒ 

http://www.dorsetfire.gov.uk
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St Georgeôs, Fordington 
 
Sunday 2nd December 
10.15am Advent Carols 
4.30pm Christingle  
 
Friday 7th December  
6.00pm  Carols on the Green 
 
Sunday 23rd December 
4.30pm Carols by Candlelight 
 
Monday 24th December (Christmas Eve)  
4pm Crib Service 
11.15pm Midnight Communion  
 
Tuesday 25th December (Christmas Day) 
8am Holy Communion: Prayerbook  
10.15am Christmas Celebration with Holy 

Communion  
 
Sunday 30th December 
8am Holy Communion: Prayerbook  
10.15am Holy Communion: Common Worship  
 
 
St Peterôs, Dorchester 
 
Sunday 2nd December  
6.30pm Advent Carols 'Darkness to Light': St 

Peterôs Choir 
 
Thursday 20th December  
7pm Carol Service: Thomas Hardye School 

Chapel Choir 
 
Sunday 23rd December  
6.30pm Nine Lessons and Carols: St Peter's 

Choir 
 
Monday 24th December (Christmas Eve)  
11.30pm Midnight Mass  
 
Tuesday 25th December (Christmas Day)  
10am Sung Eucharist for Christmas Day  
 with the Bishop of Sherborne  
 

St. Mary's, Dorchester  
 
Sunday 16th December 
6pm Carols by Candlelight 
 
Monday 24th December (Christmas Eve)  
4pm Childrenôs Crib and Christingle service  
11pm Midnight Mass (Carol singing from 

10.30pm) 
 
Tuesday 25th December (Christmas Day) 
8am Mass 
9.45am Family Eucharist with Crèche 
 
 
St Andrewôs, West Stafford 
 
Sunday 23rd December 
10am Said Holy Communion  
6.30pm Candlelit Carol Service 
 
Monday 24th December (Christmas Eve)  
4.30pm Crib & Christingle Service 
11.30pm Midnight Communion  
 
Tuesday 25th December (Christmas Day) 
10am Christmas Family Communion  
 
Sunday 30th December 
10am Parish Communion 
 
 
St Simon and St Jude, Winterborne Monkton  
 
Saturday 8th December  
10am Crib and Christmas Tree decoration with 

story and worship. (For young children)  
 
Sunday 9th December 
3pm Carol Service: Led by St Peterôs Choir 
 
Tuesday 25th December (Christmas Day) 
11.15am Family Service with shortened Holy 

Communion  
 
 

#ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ 3ÅÒÖÉÃÅÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ "ÅÎÅПÉÃÅ ÏÆ $ÏÒÃÈÅÓÔÅÒ 

!Î 5ÎÅØÐÅÃÔÅÄ 2Å×ÁÒÄȩ 

A lady recently shopped in the Marks and Spencer food 
department. 
On returning home she checked her till receipt, only to 
find she had been undercharged for two items. This was 
rather worrying,  so the next day she returned to M & S to 
explain the mistake to the staff who were quite amazed to 
know a customer had come back to tell them. 
A most unusual occurrence apparently! 

To her surprise, the lady shopper was taken to the flower 
department and told to choose a bunch to take home! So 
a posy of deep pink roses and carnations was gratefully 
accepted. The flowers were lovely and lasted for three 
weeks. 
What a lovely surprise for being honest. Well done Marks 
& Spencer. 
Maybe all ladies will now carefully check their till receipts!  
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I enjoyed Ruth-Chipp Marshallôs contribution about 
Guinea Pigs, and possibly my experience of these lovely 
little animals will amuse some readers. 
 
When my daughter was young she was allowed to have a 
couple of Guinea Pigs provided she looked after them; 
well, daughters grow up and leave home and by then this 
mum had become fond of the Guineas, along with her 
bees, Muscovy ducks and the odd day visits of a goat to 
keep the grass down in the front unfenced garden. 
 
But daily cleaning of a small hutch was not my scene ï 
soon we had Dad construct a big cage which was stationed 
in the woodland (half the garden) and the Guineas 
multiplied and before long we had over 30 running 
around the garden.  However the time came when the first 
ones in for the evening feed, decided to return to the 
garden before all were in- and a neighbouring cat began to 
prey on their babies ï something had to be done.  
I remembered lobster pots where the lobsters go in 
through netting which closes behind them and they were 
caughté 
 
I came down to Bridport from Berkshire! Bought the 
important bits ï Dad fixed it in the entrance and hey 
presto ï once they came in for their evening meal they 
were in for the night.  Those were the days. 

Robin Bunce 
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I wrote an article in our Magazine 
about our duty to forgive other people.  
You told me that forgiveness is 
sometimes very hard.  ñIs there 

anything that you know of which helps?ò  
 
The problem is that it doesn`t seem fair.  Why should we 
have to fall over backwards to forgive a villain who 
doesn`t care how much he (or she) has hurt us?  He 
should be going down on bended knee to us, shouldn`t 
he?  IT ISN`T FAIR!   
 
Quite right.  It isn`t.  Nor is cancer.  Life isn`t fair and 
nobody ever said it was.   If people were made to go before 
you and me on bended knee for what they have done, it 
wouldn`t be good for us, forgiving, and patting them on 
the head like Lady Bountiful.  So leave retribution to God.  
Don`t worry, villains will have to come to terms with 
themselves here or hereafter.  
ñVengeance is mineò, saith the 
Lord.  ñI will  repayò.  
(Actually, the Lord took it all 
on himself.  That is what the 
cross is about.)  
 
Anyway, how good a girl (or 
boy) are you?   If it was a just 
world we lived in, wouldn`t we 
have to bend some knees too?  
I know I would. 
 
I said `cancer`, and being 
unforgiving is much like 
cancer.  It can destroy us if we 
don`t do something about it.  
Of itself it doesn`t do any 
harm to the villain at all.  The 
one we long to hurt is quite 
untouched. He (or she) goes gaily on their way.  It is our 
own life that our hatred is destroying.  So forgiveness is a 
matter of self defence.  It can grow in our own heart, and 
take over more and more of our feelings and life force 
until it destroys us.  
 
If you do not from your heart forgive your enemies their 
sins, neither will God forgive you your sins. 
 
Jesus said this sort of things several times.  It is not, you 
see, that God doesn`t want to forgive people.  It is that, 
sometimes, by the finish, there is not enough of a person 
left to forgive. 
 
You started by being - say - Horace, a reasonably happy and 
loving person.  You were injured.  You wanted justice and 
didn`t get it.  You were angry, vengeful, so your love and 

Tony  

Wheeler  

happiness grew less.  You cuddled your anger.  You 
enjoyed it.  You learned hatred.  It grew, and as it did so 
your love grew ever less.  Hatred grew bigger. Horace grew 
smaller... etc.  In the end there was not much of him left.  
He had (so to speak) passed from being an angry person to 
becoming an anger.  I have known quite a few people like 
this.  I expect you have. 
 
Don`t do it, dears.  Please don`t do it.  It is such a waste!  
Such a horrid, wicked waste.  You are such a poppet and 
God loves you so much, and your fellow Christians and 
family need you.  Don`t do it. 
 
So, how to gain a forgiving spirit: 
 
1. Stop enjoying imaginary revenge.  That`s the first step. 
Probably the most important one. Forgiveness starts in the 
will.  You must want to forgive.  So you do, sincerely.  You 

make a huge effort.  You stop 
wanting to torture your 
enemy.    Oh, good!  That`s 
over, then.  No it isn`t!  Next 
day, or perhaps only half an 
hour later, you hate again.  
You have to forgive once 
more, and keep forgiving, and 
keep forgiving.  You are upset 
with yourself about this ï but 
God isn`t.  You were in 
danger but He has you back.  
You have stopped being 
wicked as soon as you wanted 
to forgive.  But you are still 
spiritually a bit poorly.  You 
need to keep struggling on. 
 
2.  Forgiveness is a virtue.  If 
you lack a virtue, ask God for 

it.  He will give it to you, he promised he would ï and he 
does, eventually.  One day, probably quite suddenly and 
completely, your forgiveness arrives.  God didn`t give it at 
once because the struggle makes you grow.  But it is 
smashing when it does come.  The relief is enormous. 
 
3.  You can cheat a bit, if you like.  I do.  I ask Our Lady 
to help.  She`s everybody`s Mum and lovely with it.  
There was one occasion the hatred switched off just as I 
was asking for her prayers, and never came back.  That was 
quite dramatic and such a surprise.  There`s my own 
mum, too.  She had her faults, a few, but she was 
constructed of best quality love from head to foot ï like 
Dorchester chocolates.  Mums don`t stop loving just 
because they are in heaven, you know.  Why should they?  
So I reckon I can ask her too.  What about your mum, or 
someone else? 

&ÏÒÇÉÖÅÎÅÓÓ ÆÏÒ #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓɂ0ÁÒÔ ς 
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3ŗ 0ňŗňŕȭŖ 
(ÉÇÈ 7ÅÓÔ 3ÔÒÅÅÔ ɇ $ÏÒÃÈÅÓÔÅÒ 

Vicar: The Revd Vicky Thurtell 268767 
Churchwardens: Mr Brian Hellin 268844 
and Mr Mike Nisbett 260983  
 

#ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ "ÁÚÁÁÒ 

Please support St Peterôs Christmas Bazaar on Sat 8th 
Dec, 10am - 12 noon. Free admission, stalls, refreshments, 
Christmas produce. Items for stalls still needed please - red 
and gold, blue and silver, purple and green; also, by 
popular request, gifts for men's stall. Donations of mince 
pies and other Christmas produce would be much 
appreciated. Please contact Val Beavis (268756) or Beryl 
Shuttleworth (266616, bshuttleworth04@aol.com). 
 

&ÏÒ ÙÏÕÒ ÄÉÁÒÙ  

Choral services during Advent with St Peterôs Choir (Alan 
Hallett 265315): 
 

Sunday 2nd Dec  
10.30am Sung Eucharist with Christingles 
6.30pm A Service of Darkness to Light  
 (Advent Carols) 
 

Sunday 9th Dec 3pm ð Carols at 
Winterborne Monkton Church 
 

Sunday 23rd Dec 6.30pm ð Nine Lessons & Carols 
 
Christmas Services at St Peterôs: 
 

Monday 24th December ï Christmas Eve ð11.30pm 
Midnight Mass 
 

Tuesday 25th December ï Christmas Day ð 10am 
Christmas Day Eucharist With Bishop Graham Kings (Sherborne)  
 

3ÃÈÏÏÌ #ÁÒÏÌ 3ÅÒÖÉÃÅÓ ÁÔ 3Ô 0ÅÔÅÒȭÓ 

Wednesday 12th December 2pm ð Sunninghill Prep School 
 
Thursday  20th December 7pm ð Thomas Hardye School 
Chapel Choir 
 

#ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ 3ÏÃÉÅÔÙ #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ #ÁÒÄÓ  

Childrenôs Society Christmas Cards for Sale: please see the 
display board in church on Sundays and in the halls 
during the week. Thank you. Maureen Shaw.  
 

Congratulations to Roy & Diana Smith (pictured here 
with daughter Alison at their renewal of vows service in 
church) on their Wedding anniversary ï married 60 yrs 
ago at St Peterôs by Canon Markby. 

*ÁÎÕÁÒÙ 3ÅÒÖÉÃÅÓ ÁÔ 3Ô 0ÅÔÅÒȭÓ 

Services óback to normalô after Christmas 
Sunday 6th  ð Epiphany 
9am Said communion 
10.30am Sung Eucharist 
Sunday 13th ï Baptism of Christ 
9am Said communion 
10.30am Sung Eucharist  
Sunday 20th ï Epiphany3 
9am Said communion 
10.30am Sung Eucharist 
[Evening service at 6.30pm St Maryôs Church for week of prayer 
for Christian Unity] 
Sunday 27th ï Epiphany4 
9am Said communion  
1030am Sung Eucharist  

mailto:bshuttleworth04@aol.com
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At 11am on Saturday 27 October nine 
ringers assembled in the St George's 
belfry to ring ñroundsò and ñcall changesò 
for a fellow ringer; Bob Edwards was to 

be married to Liz Russell at noon at St Mary's.   
 
We were in ñfull swingò, or should I say ñpullò, when we 
heard footsteps on the stairs ï Bob had arrived (with his 
Best Man) to ring the bells before his own wedding!  He 
greeted us all with a handshake and thanks, promptly took 
off his jacket and ñgrabbedò a rope.  (Keen bellringers are 
also known as ñtower grabbersò).   
 
After a short ring they left and we carried on ringing, after 
which a couple of us drove over to St Mary's to watch the 
wedding.  BUT it was more than just ñwatchò, we partook 
in a wonderful event.  To say the least, this was a very 
unconventional wedding.  Liz & Bob had ñtailored their 
dayò so that it was very individual to them; they had 
interwoven strands from several Christian sources.   
 
They walked into the church together from the vestry, 
ñhand in handò, whilst Bob's son and Liz's step-father 
played Handel's The Arrival of the Queen of Sheba on the 
violin and piano.  Their friends and relatives were seated 
in a semicircle around the altar.  Liz wore a knee length 
cerise pink dress with black accessories and carried a small 
bouquet of white lilies.  A simple string of pearls and a 
white orchid in her hair completed the look - a lovely 
bride. 
 
Their chosen first reading I had not heard before ï The 
Present written by Michael Donaghy, followed by the 
Taize chant Ubi Caritas.  After the second reading we had 
a Minutes Silence, Quaker style, to reflect on those words, 
and then sang a hymn, again accompanied by piano and 
violin.  Next came the Gospel Reading, and then a very 
moving Address by a friend, Guy Donegan-Cross; he 
spoke about the four types of love ï affection, 
companionship, soul-to-soul and, the most important, 
ñcommitment to each other and to Godò.   
 
Their Vows were not repeated after the Rector, which is 
normal procedure, but recited from a written sheet on The 
Bible held by Harold Stephens.  Bob & Liz stood in the 
middle of our semicircle in front of the altar - facing each 
other, with clasped hands.  This part of the ceremony was 
very emotional and moving for all present.  We then 
joined in with a Blessing written by friends Ruth Burgess 
& Ruth Harvey of the Iona Community.   
 
Before the Sacrament we held hands (bride & groom and 
clergy included) to make a complete circle for The Peace.  
After The Lord's Prayer, another beautiful prayer used 
weekly at Pilsdon was said by friend Jonathan Herbert 

Janet  

Ranger  

(celebrant) for the Breaking of Bread.  The bread and wine 
were passed around our circle from person to person 
whilst a Taize chant was sung.   
 
We then gathered around the piano to watch Bob & Liz 
sign the Register ï using the grand piano as a table!  Liz's 
ten year old nephew, Sam, mingled amongst us offering 
red marzipan hearts from a heart shaped wooden box. 
 
Even ñthe Traditionalò was incorporated ï with Bob & Liz 
walking arm in arm down the aisle (again with violin and 
piano playing) towards the main entrance door where, 
once outside, we threw real dried rose petals over them. 
Although a bitterly cold wind was blowing, blue sky and 
sunshine made perfect weather for photographs. Wedding 
guests then went to Yalbury Cottage at Lower 
Bockhampton for lunch.   
 
This really was a most memorable wedding for so many 
reasons ï the  simple music, the informality...  In fact the 
personal touches, which we were privileged to share, will 
stay with me always.  I sincerely hope I have managed to 
convey some of the atmosphere I experienced during a 
truly wonderful day - THE BEST WEDDING EVER.  

Janet Ranger 
Chairman, Dorchester Branch, SDGR  

4ÈÅ 5ÎÕÓÕÁÌ 7ÅÄÄÉÎÇ Ȧ  

Bob Edwards ringing at St George's Fordington, prior to his 
marriage to Liz at St Mary's Dorchester where there is no tower! 
Nine ringers turned up to celebrate his wedding day with him! 
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Have you ever been to Iona in the 
Western Isles of Scotland?  I have been 
twice before and it is a beautiful place 
but never on a visit to the Iona 

Community. Some time ago our curate Paddy King 
mentioned that he was getting together a group from the 
Dorchester Diocese to make a visit to this community 
based at Iona Abbey. It was a chance to experience living 
in a Christian community rather than a classical retreat. 
Eventually six members of our diocese agreed to 
participate, with a few meetings at Paddyôs home to set out 
the nature and likely content of the five full days we would 
be there.   
 

The day dawned on Saturday 15th September for our travel 
to Southampton airport for our flight to Glasgow and 
then a taxi across the city to Queen Street Station for the 
onward journey to Oban. There then followed a ferry trip 
to Craignure on Mull, a bus journey across the island to 
Fionnphort where the final short ferry trip to Iona and the 
walk to the abbey was accomplished by about 7pm. We 
were just in time to join the rest of the roughly 50 people 
there for the evening meal. 

 

Our party comprised Tim and Jenny Dennis from West 
Stafford, Nicky Musgrove and Janet Ranger from St 
Georgeôs and Paddy and myself from St Peterôs. Paddy was 
our team leader and had lived at the community in his 
earlier life and seemed to know many of the resident and 
temporary staff. Meals were served at regular times in the 
dining room and we were all divided into three teams ï 
the Otters, the Puffins and the Seals. My group, the 
Otters, were responsible for all aspects of breakfast, from 
laying the tables, serving, clearing and washing up, 
followed afterwards with preparing vegetables for the 
evening meal. This was great community work with lots of 
chances to mix with others and talk. The other groups did 
similar things at lunchtime and at the evening meals with 
some sweeping of rooms and cleaning of bathrooms and 
toilets. We were quite a mixed bunch from all over the 
world with a big group from Sweden and others from 

Rowland  

Cornell  

Canada and the 
USA as well as 
many from the UK. 
 
Each day was 
arranged around a 
programme that 
included a church 
service at 9.30am 
and 9pm with 
seminars/
discussions about a wide variety of subjects in the morning 
and afternoon. All these events were optional but they 
were well supported and the groups were lively and 
interesting. These events put many of us into places that 
were quite new and challenging ï just why we were there! 
 

Space is too limited for a fuller explanation of the week 
but we had a historical introduction to the Iona 
Community and how it all developed from the landing 
there in 563AD by Columba to the establishment of the 
Iona Community by Rev George Macleod in 1938. Two 
major events of our week were the pilgrimage around the 
island visiting various significant places where we had 
biblical readings and sang songs before moving on. There 
was also an organised boat trip to Staffa to see Fingalôs 
cave, which was a unique experience and thoroughly 
recommended. A penultimate communion service was 
held in the Abbey on the Thursday evening and Paddy was 
the star of the show with his guitar accompaniment and 
lovely singing ï did you know he has a lovely voice? 
Afterwards our group and a few others repaired to the 
local pub for a few celebratory drinks ï sharing the venue 
with a bride and groom who were married locally that day. 
 

This is a personal account and the others may have seen 
things differently. However, I thoroughly recommend this 
visit as a great way to refresh your faith and to send you 
out into your community to help achieve Godôs work 
within it. This is the main ethos of the Iona Community. 

$ÉÏÃÅÓÅ 'ÒÏÕÐ 6ÉÓÉÔÓ ÔÈÅ )ÏÎÁ #ÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ  

Paddyôs Dorchester team on the Iona Golf Course 
L-R: Rowland, Janet, Paddy, Nicky, Jenny & Tim  

The dining area with benches 
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THE 2013 PILGRIMAGE 
 
Good news that there are now twenty-
three pilgrims and space for thirty. The 
remaining rooms are standard and not 

en-suite (all booked), and to reflect this the overall cost is 
£485.  Please get in touch with me to make sure of your 
place. 
 
Hopefully a newsletter will be available in the New Year. 
John Good, The Rectory, Martinstown DT2 9JZ 
johngood.martinstown@hotmail.co.uk 
 

.Å×Ó ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ 7ÉÎÔÅÒÂÏÕÒÎÅÓ 

John  

Good  

Å Shelter believes everyone should have a home; 
Å Shelter helps people find and keep a home; 
Å Shelter campaigns for decent housing for all; 
Å Shelter expects 75,000 children to be homeless this 
Christmas. 
  
We invite you to the annual Shelter Coffee Morning: 
        

 SATURDAY 15 DECEMBER 
 at The Rectory, Martinstown 

10.00 ð12.00 
Bring and Buy, Cakes and Raffle, Teas and Coffees 

 
We're on the 31 Bus route,and the stop is right outside 
our home.  Please come and support our effort. 

Rebecca and John Good. 

Over the years I must have spent many 
hours sitting on the single platform at 
Chetnole station.  Not an exciting 
place but it has been the finishing 

point (and starting point) of lots of walks and I always aim 
to be back in good time for the train as there are long gaps 
between them.  
 
I have just sat there, in the still silence, on a late autumn 
afternoon with patches of sunlight slowly moving across 
the countryside.  The ash and sycamore trees were already 
bare but the sun brought out the colours in others ï the 
somber brown of the oaks, the vivid orange of the larches 
and the bright multicolours of the beeches on the hill. 
 
Walking in this area isnôt the best but the countryside is 
different from the chalk land and the heaths around 
Dorchester.   The fields are very wet for 9 months of the 
year, the gateways can be real obstacles and waymarking is 
patchy and although there is a huge mileage of paths I 
suspect that many are infrequently used.  But the area 
around Thornford, Yetminster and Chetnole is worth 
exploring, with some attractive villages, interesting 
churches (mostly open to visitors), welcoming pubs and 
varied countryside ï and good views from some of the 
higher bits. 
 

Robert  

Potter  

On a still day the approaching train can be heard on the 
platform at Chetnole from as far away as Yetminster and 
its progress is marked by its warning hoots as it approaches 
the various footpath crossings.  It stops for me, the only 
passenger there, climbs up to Evershot tunnel and then 
dashes down to Maiden Newton and Dorchester -  a good 
end to a good November walk. 

4ÈÏÕÇÈÔÓ &ÒÏÍ Á ,ÏÎÅÌÙ 3ÔÁÔÉÏÎ 0ÌÁÔÆÏÒÍ  

Chetnole Station 
Photograph: Owen Dunn 

http://www.chiark.greenend.org.uk/~owend/I/R/stnpages/
chetnole.html 

mailto:johngood.martinstown@hotmail.co.uk
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CHURCHES TOGETHER  

DORCHESTER 

Compiled by 
Val Potter 

264416 

Fordington Methodist Church will hold its final service on 
25th November, after 125 years. The decision to close the 
church was taken by the Church Council and Circuit and 
was accepted by District. Ministers and members past and 
present have been invited to come and give thanks for the 
faithful worship and witness of the chapel in Fordington 
since its opening in 1887. 
 
A Little History 
 
In the 19th century Fordington was an overspill of rapidly 
growing Dorchester. Building space was confined by lack 
of permission from the landowners of the surrounding 
land so the houses were crowded together and small.  
 
In 1885 Dorchester Methodists appointed two of its 
members to conduct a mission on Fordington. They held 
two summer gatherings in tents, which were so successful 
that it was decided to build a small permanent chapel.  
 
The chapel was opened on 27th November 1887 for a 
quoted cost of £205, raised mainly by members. Amazingly 
£87 came from a single bazaar and a choir concert in 
South Street raised two pounds and tenpence halfpenny. 

The education of children was always important and the 
Sunday School was established in 1883 with 9 children. 
Within 5 years it had 230 pupils and used 2 hired vans for 
classes. It later gave birth to the 1st Dorchester Company 
of the Boyôs Brigade.  
 
In 1891 the premises were enlarged and the present chapel 
was built, the older adjoining building being used for a 
vestry and classrooms. The new building was opened by 
the mayor, Mr E.R. Pearce-Edgecumbe who commented 
that although he was not óof the Wesleyan communityô he 
recognised the important work they were doing in East the 
Fordington. 
 
Over the years the members cared for each other and for 
their chapel, installing electric lighting in 1938 and 
financing the present Communion table in 1950. Local 
members have added their own contributions: the 
embroidered picture of the Last Supper above 
Communion table was made by Grace Snook, wife of 
former minister, Barrie Snook; the wooden cross by 
Stanley Board, father of one of the regular organists; and 
member George Upsall used his carpentry skills to make 
the reading desk, candle holders and shelves.  
 

When it came to the 
centenary in 1987 there 
were celebrations all 
week and the minister 
at the time, Rev David 
Reep, led the service of 
thanksgiving.  
 
It is sad to say farewell 
to the little chapel in 
Fordington, but we can 
give thanks for the 
vision and energy of 
those who established a 
presence in a place of 
real need and 
deprivation at the time, 
and who have faithfully 
served God and the 
local community ever 
since.   

&ÏÒÄÉÎÇÔÏÎ -ÅÔÈÏÄÉÓÔ #ÈÕÒÃÈ - Á #ÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÉÏÎ 
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On the 25 October Richard Thornley 
was invited to Buckingham Palace to 
receive his CBE,  awarded in the 
Queenôs Birthday Honours List, 

presented by HRH Prince Charles, for UK.J.Relations and 
UK Business in Japan. 
 
Richard was a choirboy in St Georgeôs Choir when his 
family came to Dorchester when his father Brian was a 
police officer with Dorset police.  Richard attended 
Hardyeôs school, won a scholarship to Westland 
Helicopters and at the age of 22 became a Production 
Control manager.  He gained a degree in Engineering and 
Management at Loughborough University and an MBA at 
Bath University.  He was then seconded to the MOD in 
London where he won an EU scholarship to Japan to 
learn the language and culture , after which he was asked 
to open an office for Westland in Tokyo. 
 
Richard met his wife, Chihiro in Tokyo, they were 
married in St Georgeôs Church in 2001, and their 
children, Eleanor , born in 2002 and them Luke were 
both brought back to this country to be baptised in St 
Georgeôs.  The family spent some time at Ranco on the 

Evelyn 

Kingman  

shores of Lake Maggiore, Italy working for Westland but 
in 2005 moved back to Tokyo where Richard was 
appointed as Head of Rolls Royce, Japan and the office 
personnel rapidly increased from 3 to 70. 
 
2011 brought the tsunami and nuclear threat to 
Fukushima but Rolls Royce remained operational and 
following the disaster now assists orphaned children of fire 
fighters and high school students in attending the UK-
Japan science workshop at Cambridge.  Richard hopes his 
medal will prise open even more doors for UK business in 
Japan.  
 
There was a reception for Richard, his family and many 
friends who have helped him on 26th October at 
Athelhampton Hall. I was thrilled to be invited by Richard 
to attend the evening with a friend, I ask Margaret Clarke 
to come with me as she had known Richard in his choir 
days.  There were 60 guests including the Ambassador to 
Japan. 
 
I think St Georgeôs should be very proud of one of their 
original choir boys. We send him our congratulations. 

! #ÈÏÉÒ "ÏÙ ÏÆ 3Ô 'ÅÏÒÇÅȭÓ 6ÉÓÉÔÓ ÔÈÅ 0ÁÌÁÃÅ 

NEW CHRISTMAS CD  

(features Lucy Connelly of St 
Georgeôs Choir) 

Lyrica sing classic, jazz, blues & 
gospel Christmas songs in their 
unique Lyrica harmony style. 
Music to warm your heart, and 
bring the Christmas spirit closer 
to you.  

 

Price: £10 with free delivery 
Available from Lucy Connelly 
Tel: 01305 264077 or 0781 336 4810 
Email: lucyconnuk@gmail.com 
 

HEAR SAMPLES & GET MORE INFO AT: 
WWW.LYRICA.CO.UK  

TRACK LIST: Let It Snow Å Snowfall Å I've Got 

My Love To Keep Me WarmÅ O Holy NightÅ It's 

The Most Wonderful Time Of The YearÅ Deck The 

Hall Å There's Still My Joy Å Sweet Little Jesus Boy Å 

The Night That Christ Was Born Å Silver Bells Å 

Carol Of The Bells Å What Are You Dong New 

Year's Eve? Å Have Yourself a Merry Little 

Christmas Å That's What I Want For Christmas 
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His friend John of Salisbury wrote ñthat every day he was 
forced to contend as much against the King himself as 
against his enemiesò. 

In 1161 Theobald died and the King decided to appoint 
Thomas to the Archbishopric and for him to combine it 
with the role of Chancellor. Thomas became Archbishop 
with reluctance and insisted on resigning as Chancellor 
four months later in 1162. He failed to tell Henry of his 
intention and Henry saw this as a betrayal. The 
relationship between Henry and Thomas deteriorated. 
The battle between them led first to exile and finally to 
Thomasôs death at Canterbury on 29th December 1170. 

John Guy has the benefit of numerous first hand ñearlyò 
lives of Thomas, most started within four years of 
Thomasôs death and he uses them to the full whilst 
pointing out that they were written when Thomas had 
already been made a saint! Thomas was far from saintly. 
He was ambitious, enjoyed wealth and its trappings and 
made many mistakes in his dealings with the King. But 
there was something charismatic about him which 
appealed to the loyal servants and friends he retained 
throughout his life. John Guy 
makes clear, in this well 
researched and written 
biography, that Henry VIIIôs 
view, some three hundred and 
fifty years later, that Thomas 
was ña rebel and traitor to his 
princeò is very wide of the 
mark.  
 

Thomas Becket  
By John Guy  
 
(Viking) 

According to the 13th century ñGolden 
Legendò Thomas Becket was a Londoner 
of humble origins who achieved fame and 
fortune as Chancellor to Henry II and 
who ñstood so greatly in the Kingôs Favour 

that he was content with all that he didò. The King made 
him Archbishop of Canterbury whereupon Thomas 
ñbecame a holy man doing great penanceò. Lucifer stepped 
in sowing hatred and discord leading to the rift between 
Church and State which would end in Thomasôs 
martyrdom in Canterbury Cathedral at the hand of the 
four knights carrying out the Kingôs command to ñrid him 
of this turbulent priestò. 

The biography of Thomas by John Guy strips away the 
legend and places him firmly in his historical context. 
Thomas Becket (not that he ever used his surname) was 
born in London in December 1120. His father was a 
successful merchant draper and was able to send his only 
son to Merton Abbey to receive his education. He became 
clerk to a London merchant but was able in 1145 to 
obtain a post in the household of Theobald, Archbishop 
of Canterbury. Working his way up in the household he 
had by 1153 become Theobaldôs right hand man and was 
instrumental with the Archbishop in brokering the Treaty 
of Westminster, which brought to the end the war 
between Stephen and Matilda which followed the death of 
Henry 1. 

A year later Stephen died and the 21 year old King 
appointed as his Chancellor the 34 year old clerk. 
Thomasôs speedy appointment was very much due to 
Theobald who needed to ensure that a key churchman was 
near the young King to advise and lead him. In this 
Theobald misunderstood Henryôs nature and one of the 
interesting features of this book is the evidence that is 
produced to show that right from the beginning the 
Chancellor found his relationship with the King tricky. 

Jean 

Lang  

"ÏÏË×ÏÒÍ 

Ȱ-ÕÒÄÅÒ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ #ÁÔÈÅÄÒÁÌ ȱ  
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Looking out of my window the lawn has turned to gold with fallen leaves, 
possibly soon covered in a blanket of white, and when the next magazine is 
printed we will be thinking of the crocuses and Spring. Time waits for no 
man but marches on too quickly.   
 
Before that may you one and all have a Holy and Happy Christmas and may 
the New Year bring you and the whole world peace.  


